
2018 Election RPAC Trustees Recap 

(I) – Incumbent; (W) – Won; (L) - Lost; (U) – Unopposed;  
Bolded Red – Prior REALTOR Champions 

 

Endorsed/Supported Candidates Primary Election General Election 

Lake County: 

Kyle Allen, Sr – Commissioner, Dist 1 (I) $2000 (W) $2000 (W) 

Jerome Prince – Assessor (I) $1000 (W) (U) $  500 (W) (U)  

John Petalas – Auditor (I) $2000 (W) (U) $  500 (W) (U) 

David Hamm – County Council, Dist 1 (I) $1000 (W) (U) $  500 (W) (U) 

Dan Dernulc – County Council, Dist 4 (I) $1000 (W) (U) $2000 (W) 

Ted Bilski – County Council, Dist 6 (I)  $1000 (W) (U) 

Eldon Strong – County Council, Dist 7 (I) $1000 (L)  

Christian Jorgensen – County Council, Dist 7  $2000 (W) 

 

Porter County: 

Jeff Good – Commissioner, Dist 2/Center (I)  $2000 (W) 

Jon Snyder – Assessor (I) $1000 (W) (U) Did not Accept $ (W) (U) 

Vicki Urbanik – Auditor (I) $2000 (W) (U) $3000 (W) 

Chuck Harris – Recorder  $1000 (W) 

Andy Bozak – County Council, Dist 1 (I)  $1000 (L) 

Jeremy Rivas – County Council, Dist 2 (I) $  500 (W) (U) $  500 (W) (U) 

Mark Hoffman – County Council, Dist 3  $1000 (L) 

Mike Jessen – County Council, Dist 4 (I)  $1000 (W) 

 

Newton County: 

Roxanna Hanford – County Council, Dist 4  $2000 (L) 

 

Summary: 

The 2018 Indiana “mid-term” election cycle featured national, statewide and local candidates as well as 

a “balanced budget” constitutional amendment and local referendums and resulted in historic voter 

participation levels.  Publication of “unofficial” election results in Porter County were delayed for three 

days due to election day logistical issues (i.e. 12 polling places opening late; shortage of poll workers; 

mishandled ballots).  Those experienced in the political process know that polls and “gut feelings” 



cannot be relied upon to predict the outcome of an election and, as is typically the case, “It’s not over 

until it’s over” ruled the day once more in 2018.   

2018 Primary Election 

In early 2018, the RPAC Trustees reviewed the local offices on the ballot throughout the six (6) county 

GNIAR territory and chose to invite 48 candidates to meet with them prior to the primary election.  Of 

the 48 candidates, the Trustees identified nine (9) candidates whose positions best represent REALTOR 

views and chose to endorse/support in the Primary Election.   

While many of the candidates were unopposed in the primary, Incumbent Lake County Commissioner 

Candidate Kyle Allen, Sr faced a challenge from Lake County Councilman Jamal Washington and 

Incumbent Lake County Councilman Eldon Strong faced a challenge from St. John Town Councilman 

Christian Jorgensen.   

In the end, Commissioner Kyle Allen, Sr was the victor by over 8,000 votes but such was not the case 

for Councilman Eldon Strong.  It was not until June 17th, approx. five weeks after the election, that 

Councilman Eldon Strong conceded to Councilman Christian Jorgensen to cement the two (2) vote 

margin 2219 (Jorgensen) to 2217 (Strong) into the record books.     

2018 General Election 

In August 2018, the RPAC Trustees met again, reviewed the spring primary election results, the now 

“mature” ballots and chose to invite 52 candidates to meet with them prior to the general election.  Of 

the 52 candidates, the Trustees identified 16 candidates to endorse/support for the general election.  

While six (6) of the 16 candidates were unopposed, ten (10) were not.   

In Lake County, REALTOR candidate incumbents Commissioner Kyle Allen, Sr. and Councilman Dan 

Dernulc faced opposition but were successful in holding their seats.  In the Lake County District 7 

Council race, REALTOR candidate St. John Councilman Christian Jorgensen was the victor (16,715 vs 

12,390). 

General election results were delayed by three (3) days in Porter County due to various election day 

logistical issues (i.e. 12 polling places opening late; shortage of poll workers; mishandled ballots).  It 

wasn’t until the end of the week that results showed REALTOR candidate incumbents Commissioner 

Jeff Good, Auditor Vicky Urbanik and Councilman Mike Jessen defeating their opponents.  REALTOR 

candidate Recorder-elect Chuck Harris was the only successful candidate to win an open seat.  

REALTOR candidate Mark Hoffman was defeated in the District 3 Council race (8,534 vs 7,841).   

The remaining race to be decided was between REALTOR candidate Incumbent Councilman Andy 

Bozak and former County Councilman-at-Large Bob Poparad.  It wasn’t until 10 days after the election 

and the election board reviewing all provisional ballots was Bob Poparad declared the victor by 15 votes 

(9,074 vs 9,059). 

In Newton County, REALTOR candidate former Newton County Commissioner Roxanna Hanford was 

defeated by Incumbent Councilman David Atkinson (868 vs 500).   

All in all, 13 of 16 REALTOR candidates were successful in achieving their goals of elected office.  We 

look forward to working with them over the next four (4) years.        


